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= Sources of Ethical Thought in India:

e Introduction:

Indian ethical thought is deeply rooted in its ancient scriptures—particularly the Vedas,
Upanishads, and Epics like the Mahabharata and Ramayana. Ethics in Indian tradition is not
separate from spirituality or religion but is integrated into the pursuit of dharma (righteous
duty), moksha (liberation), and harmonious living.
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1. Vedas as the Foundational Source of Dharma:

The Vedas (Rig, Yajur, Sama, Atharva) are considered the earliest and most
authoritative texts in Indian thought. Ethics in the Vedas are embedded in the concept of
Rta (cosmic order), which requires truthfulness, sacrifice, and duty. Living in harmony
with Rta was considered morally right.

= iq S T RBICA @WeTR:

@Y (A, T, THE, SREAEW) BR SEel Wfed BaEE aHEe|
Mo (oPe I IAHE RR IO R, I B TIFT NHF FNC!

¥ SorIwel, Ui, A FOHFAET (Iqe (@hed A6 JfA S|

2. Concept of Dharma in Vedas:

The Vedas promote dharma as righteous conduct. This includes duties to family,
society, gods, and nature. Moral actions are those that uphold order, peace, and social
harmony.
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3. Ethical Teachings in the Upanishads:

The Upanishads shift the focus from ritual to internal morality and knowledge of the
self (A¢tman). Ethics is based on self-realization and seeing the unity of all beings (Sarvam
Khalvidam Brahma).
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4. Truth (Satya) and Non-violence (Ahimsa) as Core Values:

Both in the Upanishads and later Indian traditions, Satya (truth) and 4himsa (non-
violence) are supreme ethical ideals. These values shaped Indian thought, influencing figures
like Mahatma Gandhi.
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5. Concept of Karma and Moral Responsibility:

The doctrine of karma (action and consequence) holds individuals accountable for
their deeds. Ethical behaviour is not only socially important but spiritually binding.
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6. Ideal of Purusharthas (Four Aims of Life)

Indian ethics recognizes four aims: Dharma, Artha (wealth), Kama (desire), and Moksha
(liberation). These are to be pursued in balance, showing that ethics involves both worldly
and spiritual goals.
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7. Ethical Dilemmas in the Mahabharata:

The Mahabharata presents complex moral situations—Ilike Arjuna’s dilemma in the
battlefield. Through the Bhagavad Gita, it teaches ethical decision-making based on duty,
detachment, and wisdom.
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8. Bhagavad Gita’s Ethics of Nishkama Karma:

The Gita teaches nishkama karma—acting without attachment to results. This
fosters selfless action, dedication to duty, and balance between renunciation and
engagement.
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9. Ramayana’s Emphasis on Character and Duty:

In the Ramayana, ethical life is portrayed through the characters of Rama, Sita,
Lakshmana, and Hanuman. Values like loyalty, sacrifice, obedience, and honor are
highlighted.
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10. Role of Kingship and Rajadharma:

Indian epics stress the ethical responsibilities of rulers. Rajadharma means a king must
rule with justice, protect the weak, and uphold moral order.
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11. Universalism and Tolerance:

The Upanishads proclaim “Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam”™ — the whole world is one family.
This universalism fosters tolerance, compassion, and ethical respect across differences.
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12. Ethical Education through Stories and Metaphors:

Indian texts often use stories, parables, and metaphors to teach ethics, making moral
values accessible to all layers of society—from kings to commoners.
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=  Conclusion:

Indian ethical thought, grounded in the Vedas, Upanishads, and Epics, is holistic and
spiritual. It combines individual morality, social responsibility, and metaphysical insight. Its
core values—Dharma, Satya, Ahimsa, and Karma—continue to influence ethical discourse
even today.
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