
Relationship between Political Science and Public Administration. 

Or/ 

Political Science and Public Administration as Interdisciplinary 
approach/study/subject. 

 

Imagine a political system as a grand orchestra, with each instrument playing a crucial 
role in creating harmonious music. Political science is like the conductor, understanding the 
overall composition and guiding each section to contribute their unique melodies. Public 
administration, on the other hand, is like the musicians themselves, translating the conductor's 
instructions into tangible sounds. 

Political science provides the theoretical framework and understanding of how political 
systems function, examining concepts like power, authority, and governance. It delves into the 
processes of policymaking, examining how governments make decisions that impact society. 
Public administration, in turn, takes these policies and translates them into concrete actions, 
implementing them through various government agencies and programs. 

Think of a new environmental regulation as an example. Political science would analyze 
the political landscape, understanding the different perspectives on environmental protection 
and the power dynamics involved in policymaking. Public administration, on the other hand, 
would develop the implementation strategies, creating guidelines, allocating resources, and 
ensuring the effective enforcement of the regulation. 

While political science focuses on the 'what' and 'why' of politics, public administration 
concentrates on the 'how.' They are interconnected, with political science providing the 
foundation and public administration putting it into practice. Just as the conductor needs the 
musicians to bring the music to life, political science needs public administration to translate 
its insights into tangible outcomes. 
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